Valluvan Tamil Academy

Age Eligibility:

@ewa1iGumg (Music Competition)

Guidelines for the year 2024-2025

e Students aged 5 and above are eligible to participate in the music competition
e There will be 4 age groups based on age as detailed below

Groupl—-Age5to7
Group 2—-Age8and?9
Group 3—-Age 10and 11
Group 4 — Age 12 and 13
Group 5 - Age 14 & above

o Age of the student will be calculated as of Sept 30th 2024.

o No change in category will be accommodated after registration or at the day of the
competition.

Time Slot:

e The time allocated per student is 4 minutes. There would be a grace time of up to 1
minute and if the performance exceeds beyond 5 minutes (4+1), Negative marks will be
deducted at the discretion of the judges.

Category & Performance Guidelines:

e All performances should be only in Tamil.

e There would be two performance categories - Classical or Non-Classical. Students should
select only one of the categories for their performance.

e Participants must submit the song details and the complete lyrics during the
registration for both Classical and Non-Classical songs. This is a must and cannot be
changed later. Your registration will be considered incomplete if the song details and
lyrics are not provided in the comments section.

e Non-Classical Category students must choose a song under one of the four topic
guidelines given below:
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e Non-Classical participants must specify the topic of their song selection at the time of
registration.

e The Music Committee will review the song and ensure it is appropriate to be performed
at the Tamil school event. We insist that the language content is appropriate for all ages
and appropriate for all types of audiences. Any offensive or derogatory lyrics should be
avoided.

® Please encourage students to choose Bharathiyar/Bharathidasan songs, Kummi songs,
Naattupura Paadalgal and songs that showcase traditional Tamil culture.

e Please note that there is additional weightage for the lyrical value of the song. So, we
encourage students to pick accordingly.

e For the sake of diversity and promoting kids’ interest in learning songs, we request you
NOT to repeat any songs from previous years’ performances.

e Participants, if using Karaoke, must provide the karaoke file (.mp3) two weeks prior to
the competition.

e Participants for the classical category should bring their own Shruthi box.

Results & Discretion of the Judges:

The judge’s decision will be final.

Students will lose points if they read off from paper or any other material.
The Winners’ names will be posted on our website.

Please refer to Judge's rubrics for additional information.

If you have any questions or need clarification, please email the cultural committee at
culturalleads@valluvantamil.org.
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