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Aathichoodi Competition Guidelines — 2025-2026
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Aathichoodi competition introduces our rich literature to the younger generation. This
competition is for Ilamazhalai and Mazhalai (Category 1), Nilai 1 (Category 2) and Nilai 2
(Category 3).

General Guidelines:

The rules change based on category. Please pay attention to your assigned category.

All kids should stop when they reach the maximum number of Aathichoodi allowed in their
category.

Please do not coach the kids to recite more than the number of Aathichoodi mentioned under
each category.

Rules for llamalazhi and Malazhai:

Recite a maximum of 15 Aathichoodi from Aathichoodi listed below.
Meaning for Aathichoodi is not required.

Each Aathichoodi carries 1 point.

Each participant will be given 2 minutes. There is a grace period of 1 minute.
At the end of 2 minutes, the 1st timer will ring.

Second timer will ring after the grace time is over.

Participants should stop reciting as 2nd timer rings.
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Rules for Nilai 1:

Recite a maximum of 15 Aathichoodi from Aathichoodi listed below.
Meaning for minimum 5 Aathichoodi is required.

Each Aathichoodi carries 1 point.

Each Aathichoodi meaning carries 3 points.

Each participant will be given 3 minutes. There is a grace period of 1 minute.
At the end of 3 minutes, the 1st timer will ring.

Second timer will ring after the grace time is over.

Participants should stop reciting as 2nd timer rings.

Rules for Nilai 2:

Recite a maximum of 15 Aathichoodi from Aathichoodi listed below.
Meaning for minimum 10 Aathichoodi is required.

Each Aathichoodi carries 1 point.

Meaning for each Aathichoodi carries 3 points.

Each participant will be given 3 minutes. There is a grace period of 1 minute.
At the end of 3 minutes, the first timer will ring.

Second timer will ring after the grace time is over.

Participants should stop reciting as 2nd timer rings.

Tie-Breaker:

The tie-breaker rule applies to all the above categories.

If we encounter a tie breaker, then the participants who enter the tie-breaker round
will be expected to tell a moral story related to one of the aatchichoodi from the below
list.

The story telling should not exceed more than 1 minute.
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